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Happy Labor Day!
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Can you believe that it is
already going to be September?
So | am asking, where did the
summer go? | am hoping, for
those that took vacations or
even a few days here and there,
that you all had a very nice time,
but it is now time to turn our
attention to the start of another
school year and to begin again
things that have taken a
hiatus during the summer.
For some of us, that will be
a relief but for others it will
be a sad occasion, as they
drop off their preschooler
or kindergartner or that their
college student leaves the nest.
| pray that all of our students
and teachers will have a safe and
productive school year and for
our college students, keep up
your good work.

For us here at Faith, it is the
time to get back into the saddle,
as they say, and be thinking about
the work that God has for us
here at Faith. This month we are
having a Rally Sunday, on the 13th
of September with some fun
activities being planned. The
following week we will kick off
Sunday School and Confirmation.
| am sure that Annette will be
sending out a special invite to all
the children to attend our
opening day. We would love to
have our Middle and High School
kids volunteer on a weekly basis
as a teacher’s aide for our
younger class. Unless there is
enough interest to have their
own class.

Because we will be having
Rally Day, we might have a special

From Pastor’s Heart

service that weekend focusing on
Christian Education. If not then |
will be focusing on being a Disciple
and being in mission for Christ.
As most of you know, Faith is a
part of a group of churches in
the “Momentum Network” which
is about church revitalization and
being in mission for Christ. What
does that mean being in mission

MOMENTUM

a network for church revitalization

for Christ? As | have said before,
and will continue to do, we are

in the ministry together, not just
me, Cindy, Annette and Colleen
doing the ministry of the
congregation,but that we rely on
each other to do the mission of
Jesus Christ. We all have gifts that
God has given us in order to do
his mission. That is why we took
the spiritual gifts assessment
earlier this year. If you didn't take
that and you would like to find
out what gifts the Holy Spirit has
gifted you with please see myself
or Colleen and we will help you
out.

My friends, it is time for us to
really start moving onto our next
step, our next chapter, in our
ministry here together at Faith as
we get go full steam ahead with
the Momentum Network. Please
remember that as a disciple of
Jesus Christ we need to stop
thinking of ourselves as just
members of the church, that is
just people sitting in the pews
and start thinking of ourselves as

Disciples of Jesus Christ, who
has asked us to go be in mission
for Him. Therefore let me
elaborate on what the Holy Spirit
is leading me to talk about
because it is very vital to Faith
Lutheran Church. The topic is
the Great Commission and our
calling to make disciples. So
here it goes.

The Great Commission:
That is we go make disciples.
We can discuss whether we
would like to call ourselves
members or disciples of Faith
Lutheran, at a later time. But
right now, the Great Commission
forms the basis for life in the
Church, of course this falls under
the work of the Holy Spirit, but
the question is: Are we willing
to make the greater commitment?
Do we live as though Jesus is
LORD?

Before | can continue to talk
about the Great Commission,
we need to remind ourselves
that we should be doing these
five things: 1) Study God’s Word:
That is to be studying Scripture
and getting back to the basics.
2) Be people of Prayer: The
church will never rise unless it
gets on it knees. 3) Be Mission
Minded: That is to get energized
and to have interest in missions
and to get involved directly. 4)
Be Connected: Not only us
together but with those around
us. 5) Be Trained and Equipped
for the Great Commission: That
is recommissioning the baptized
and reshaping attitudes toward
ministry. So let’s talk about this.

How is all this done? In other



words, how do I/we respond to
the Great Commission? First off
we Go! We don't go to be an
evangelist, which is a gift of the
Holy Spirit. We are to witness,
that is tell our story. All of us have
a story to tell of what God has
done for us. We are to focus on
God’s action in our lives as we
tell our story. We are to be
natural, simple, direct, personal,
and most importantly confident
in Christ, not in ourselves.

And second of all we go Make
Disciples. | am making some
assumptions here: that we trust
in the authority of God's Word;
that evangelism/outreach matters;
that there is an eternity not a
temporary world; that heaven
and hell are real therefore, every
human life is destined for some
kind of eternity. Now, the
qualities or characteristics of
someone who wants to make
disciples are: knows what they
believe and can tell someone
else; has a working knowledge
of the Bible; knows their “spiritual
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gift”; connected to the body (the
church); active in serving; and
wants to make more disciples.

We should be asking ourselves:
How are we doing at fulfilling the
Great Commission this week?
We can ask this question at every
group meeting that we have.
What this all comes down to is
Matthew 22:37-39 which is the
great commandment: “You shall
love the Lord your God with all
your heart with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the
great and first commandment.
And a second is like it: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself”
(ESV). My friends, it takes LOVE
to demonstrate, to go and do.
People do not care what you
know until they know that you
care. So how do we demonstrate
love for the world? It is through
Sacrifices. Love initiates, love
forgives, love speaks the truth
and love is the greatest. That is
how we go about the Great
Commission.

Now, thanks be to God for the

many gifts that are here in our
church and for the gifts that are
yet to be. Thanks be to God as
our congregation starts thinking
and acting about what it means
to be disciples of Jesus and not
just members, as we reach out,
not just to one another but to
others in our community. Let’s
work together and encourage
one another for we are in the
ministry together. So let's remain
focused on the mission of Christ
and we will be blessed.

Of course, this all means that
we can't just keep doing ministry
or our lives the same way. So,
let's be people of prayer. The
Church cannot rise up until it
gets on it knees. Let's get on
our knees and pray that God’s
will for this congregation be
made known among us, in the
name of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.

See you in church.

Pastor Alsen

\

Visit our website:
www. FaithLutheranGF.com

for our up-to-date
Church Calendar.
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Stop Asking How to Fill the Building.

Start Asking How to Bless the Community.
by Tracee J. Swank | Aug 13, 2026 | Discipleship, Mission, Outreach

Many churches today focus on
one question: how do we get
more people into the building?
Sermon series, signage, service
times, and follow-up systems all
center on filling seats on Sunday.
It feels like the responsible
question to ask. But it puts the
church at the center of the story
and turns our neighbors into an
audience we're trying to win
over. Scripture points us toward
a different question.

From the beginning, God called
His people to be a blessing. He
told Abraham that through his
family, every nation on earth
would be blessed. He told the
exiles in Babylon to seek the
welfare of the very city that held
them captive, to settle in, build
homes, and pray for a place that
wasn't their own. Jesus called
His followers salt and light, sent
into the world for the sake of
the world. God'’s people were
never meant to exist for
themselves. We exist to bless
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the place God has planted us.

That changes the question we
should be asking. Attractional
strategies ask what our community
can do for us. Blessing strategies
ask what we can do for our
community. These are two very
different postures, and new people
feel the difference immediately.
They know when they’re being
recruited, and they know when
they're genuinely loved.

When a congregation sets out
to bless instead of attract,
something shifts. Neighbors stop
looking like prospects and start
looking like people God already
loves. The pressure to perform
gives way to something simpler:
show up, meet and serve real
needs, build honest relationships,
and leave the results to God. A
church that lives this way stays
present through hard seasons,
walks alongside struggling families,
and partners with others already
doing good work in the
community. Over time, it becomes

known not for its programs or
branding, but for its love.

None of this makes Sunday
worship less important. We still
gather to be equipped, and then
we are sent out to bless. But
when attendance drops, the
instinct is almost always to chase
after the crowd. History and
Scripture both suggest a better
response: the church that pours
itself out for its neighbors is often
the one that finds new life.

So consider the question your
congregation is quietly organized
around. Instead of asking how
to fill the room, ask how to bless
the people God has placed
around you. A church that gives
itself away for its community
becomes a living picture of the
Gospel, and that kind of witness
will outlast every campaign built
to fill a building.

Colleen Palmer,
Outreach Coordinatior
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GREETINGS FROM THE KEYBOARD!

Blessed September everyone.
The weatherman is on tv and he
put up a “countdown calendar.”
It included all the days until
Christmas! 3. Oh well. Just know
that God is in control!

| am so blessed to be able to
play THE LORD'S PRAYER for
and with you all. It not only is
the most beautiful and powerful
prayer ever, but the musical
version we currently use is
beyond words! This arrangement
is very beautiful but extremely
challenging and difficult. But |
refuse to play any other
arrangement!

| need to tell you a couple of
things you might not know that
happens/needs to happen to
sing praise to our Heavenly
Father...especially when | am
playing!

1. Any music that is new and/
or challenging, | need to practice
it a few times. | know | just
shocked some of you that |
still need to practice — just
kidding &. Again I'm not the
one who makes it work — thank
God!

2. Muscle-memory comes into
play (no pun intended) that is
highly beneficial but trouble as
well. This is also the reason why
| know where and what keys to
play, what interval it is, without
needing to look at the keys
constantly. There are times that
you have done things through
the “muscle-memory” so | know
you understand. Now what
creates ‘trouble’ is-

3. | have my own special
arrangement in my own special

binder that | have used forever!
So | cannot play it with a different
version, copy, key signature
because my muscle-memory
fights it. Even when | have all my
own stuff | still make my share of
boo-boos. What good you hear
and can sing with is all from God!
But when | don't have my own
stuff, let’s just say | find it more
difficult to try and cover up my
boo-boos!

4. The inserted picture is from
the first page in my binder that
has instructions to LOWER it. This
arrangement is HIGH to sing so
| only play it on the keyboard
because it has the ability to
transpose it, in other words,
make it a little lower for your
voices to sing it a little more
comfortably! You musicians out
there — | lower it between 1-112
steps!

Okay. So there have been a few
times when | couldn’t find my
binder! One Sunday shortly after
Pastor Alsen came, | was frantic
and bless him - he said he had
a copy. | sighed relief really not

looking at it until right before
singing it. Guess what? It wasn't
in ‘my arrangement’! After a gasp
of fear and a prayer to God to
take control and off we went. |
thanked Pastor for his support
and his copy of the music but
gave it back and said “It's not my
version!”

Remember how | said that |
would change the pitch — well |
was so thrown off that | forgot
to change it. Off to the upper
atmosphere with your voices we
went. | was very upset and
embarrassed that | had let you
all down (but not your voices!)

At staff meeting a few months
back, we talked about the Lord’s
Prayer and that we really need to
have a leader help guide where
the different entrances are. Then
- not to name who (Jay & John)
— came up with a plan to alter
the slides with the words on
them to add the “follow the
bouncing ball”! We all were
laughing so hard and I'm sure
God was chuckling shaking His
head! | suggested we have it
“follow the bouncing cross” at
which point we adjourned the
meeting!

In closing, sing with all your
heart The Lord’s Prayer and pray
| have my own music and
remember to lower it!

God is such a loving and
forgiving God that He has blessed
me with my Faith family to
“blunder” with love.

Musically in Christ,

Elaine Tews

IN NEED OF PRAYER?

If you're in need of prayer, please contact the church office. We can add you
or your family members to our prayer chain and/or weekly prayer list.




Tuesday

Wednesday

Saturday

1

10 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Music/Worship

2

10 am Bible Study
5:30 pm Men of Faith

3

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
9 am Love Day Quilters

5

6

9:30 am Worship
Offering: Echoz

Labor Day
Office Closed

8

10 am Staff Meeting
11:30 am Soulo Sisters
6 pm Personnel

9

9 am Finance Meeting
11 am Bible Study
4 pm Property Team

6 pm Youth Ed Team

10

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study

11

Noon Evangelism Team
Meeting

12
Rally Sunday Setup

13

9:30 am Worship
11 am Rally Sunday
11 am Constitution Info
12:30 pm Family Movie
Matinee

15

10 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Bells Practice
5:30 pm Council Meeting
6:30 pm Choir Practice

16

10 am Bible Study
1 pm Grief Share
6 pm Worship Team

17

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study
Noon LCMC Pastors
5:30 pm Security Team

19

11:30 am Women of
Faith Salad Potluck

20

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
Offering: Care Team
11 am Kids SS
11:45 am Confirmation

22

10 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Bells Practice
6:30 pm Choir Practice

23

10 am Bible Study
1 pm Grief Share
6 pm Worship Team

24

6:30 am Men’s Bible
Study

27

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
11 am Kids SS
11 am Confirmation

29

10 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Bells Practice
6:30 pm Choir Practice

30

10 am Bible Study
1 pm Grief Share
6 pm Worship Team




July 4th Snacks and Root Beer Floats
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IIONTHLY MEETING ON
SEPTEMBER 2 AT 5:30 PM

W
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Love Day Quilters News N

Welcome to our annual season switch from
summer to autumn (even though the calendar
date and fall weather don't always match.) Our

schedules get busier, but we love meeting to

assemble quilts each month. Thank you,
Marilyn Rubino, for blueberry muffins in August.
We welcome and teach newcomers how we

2wz~ Women of Faith Salad Potluck
b Saturday, September 19th L
11:30 am - 1:30 pm AT
Bring your favorite salad to share.
Desserts, rolls, and beverage provided.
Invite a friend.
Bring a box or bag of breakfast cereal for
the St. Vincent breakfast program. i; .

%

Church Office
Closed September 7™ .
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assemble quilts. Join us! - Augie Records
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Since 1987, believers have gathered nationwide on the first Sunday of every October to prayerfully stand
for Life. Please join us on Sunday October 5" from 1-2 PM on 10™ Avenue South. Plan to arrive about
15 minutes early and pick up a sign to hold (they have prayers and songs on the back). Gather in the

Holiday Village parking lot on the east side near 13" Street near Texas Road House.
Organizers will be available to hand out signs and encourage your participation.
We all know there is power in prayer - God is Good.
“...if my people, who bear my name, humble themselves, pray and seek my face, and turn from
their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land.
My eyes will now be open and my ears attentive to prayer from this place.” - 2 Chronicles 7:14-15



September Anniversaries

1. Pat & Monica Fournier
5: Hillman & Cindy Fowell
15: Bill & Augie Records
30: Bob & Colleen Palmer

September Birthdays

1: William Hampton IV

5: Lisa Deffinbaugh

8: Morgan Dunn

9: Marilyn Bellows

11: Elena Wilson

12: Scott Hampton
Cal Morley
Diane Steffens
Mary Ellen Zellmer

13: Nancy Radford

16: Aleksandra Harris
Ronda Wiggers

17: Sister Jackson

18: Sue Debortoli

21: Dixie Demko

22: Elaine Tews
Greyson Reum

27: Henry Hoven
Jerry Miller

28: Augie Records
Deb Schwandt

30: Kay Powers
Bob Rosipal

Note: If you're not listed on
| the birthday list, please call
| the office at 406-454-1309 |
or email us:
| FaithLutheran.gtf@gmail.com. |
We |ove wishing all our
congregational members |
| a very happy day! |
So, please, make sure your
| name and correct date
are on the list!

Music And Worship News
Hello FLC!
| am so looking forward to Rally Sunday and the start up of choir,
bells, praise teams, and more! A few tidbits of information for you,

as the schedule has slightly changed for this upcoming year.

The weekly rehearsals are as follows:

Bell Choir - Tuesdays from 5:30 - 6:30 pm ) )
Choir - Tuesdays from 6:30 - 7:30 pm &

Praise Team - Wednesdays from 6:00 - 7:30 pm

All groups will start directly after Rally Sunday. This means the
first rehearsals will take place at the following times:

Bell Choir: 9/15

Choir 9/15 ))$

In addition, | am searching for actors as well as singers for the
choir. If you are interested in public speaking, acting, or reading in
front of the congregation, please reach out to me, | would love to
speak with you.

Looking forward in Faith, ) )

Jay Gregg, Music Director )

Praise Team 9/16

~
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This impact Youth Retreat is designed for 7! — 12 graders fo engage in
fellowship and spiritual growth in a fun-Ffilled environment!

Faith Lutheran Youth, please don’t miss out on this exciting weekend!
CONTACT ANNETTE HOCKER FOR REGISTRATION & INFORMATION
REGARDING THE COST @ FLY.faith.lcmc@gmail.com or (406) 590-1061



Youth and Family/Education September News

Summer has passed quickly,
and we are now heading into fall
and a new school year! | pray
everyone had a blessed summer
and is looking forward to this
fall and all the adventures God
has in store for us.

Rally Sunday — September 13

| pray everyone will join us
after church for a BBQ, games,
and fun! Rally Sunday is a great
time to sign up for Sunday
School, Confirmation, Youth
Group, Bible studies, various
classes, and more! We are also
planning to have a bounce house
for the children, weather
permitting.
Confirmation

Confirmation classes will begin
September 20th at 11:30 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. If your child is interested
in attending Confirmation and
is in 5th grade or older, please
contact me or let the church
office know. We would love to
have them join our Confirmation
program!

Faa

Sunday School

Classes will begin September
20th from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. Classes are available for
children 3 years old and older. It
should be a fun year as we learn
various Bible stories and more
to discover just how much God
loves each of us.

Family Movie Matinee

Our Family Movie Matinee is
scheduled for Rally Day,
September 13th, after the BBQ,
around 12:00-12:30 p.m. We wiill
be showing I Can Only Imagine 2.
All are welcome to attend!

LCMC Impact Youth Retreat
The LCMC Impact Youth Retreat
is scheduled for October 16-18th
at Shoshone Mountain Retreat.
It is open to students in 7th-12th
grades. This retreat is an
opportunity for youth to
experience fellowship and spiritual
growth in a fun-filled environment
with games, worship, and
fellowship. Youth from across
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and

CONF IRMATION
CLASS

from 1

p.m.

Sth-7th Grade: (some flexibility here)
Begins Sunday, September 20, 2026
1:45 a.m. - 1:00
Contact Annette Hocker
406-590-1061 to register!

Canada are invited to attend.
Registration has begun and will
close on September 28th. The
theme this year is: “Standing
Firm in a Culture of Confusion.”
If you would like more information
or are interested in sending your
youth, please contact me to get
them registered.

Volunteers are always needed
to help with youth and family
activities and programs. If you
are interested in volunteering in
any capacity—whether with
Sunday School, Confirmation,
High School Youth, or family
events—please get in touch with
me at (406) 590-1061 or contact
the church office. We would
love to have your help!

The Education Team meeting
will be held on Wednesday,
September 9th, at 6:00 p.m. All
are welcome to attend!

God’s blessings to you all,

Annette Hocker
Youth and Family Coordinator

iy Kids! Sunday School

Resumes September ZOtﬁ
. Right AfterThe
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1300 Ferguson Drive

Great Falls, MT 59404
Telephone: (406) 454-1309
Web: www.faithlutheranGF.com

Change Service Requested

CHURCH STAFF

Senior Pastor: Pastor Alsen Wenzel
Secretary/Office Manager: Cindy Fowell
Bookkeeper: Nicole LaMere
Custodian: Kristina Cochran

IT Manager: John Plank

Outreach Coordinator: Colleen Palmer
Youth & Family Coordinator: Annette Hocker
Music Director: Jay Gregg

OFFICE HOURS:

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday

Phone: (406) 454-1309
Faithlutheran.gtf@gmail.com
Our monthly calendar is on our website!

www.faithlutherangf.com

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Great Falls, Montana
Permit No. 477

CURRENT COUNCIL MEMBERS

President - Fred Burow
Vice President - Tammie Klinker-Mayes
Secretary - Mellissa Severson-Hampton

Jim Brown Bob Stubbs
Fay Stokes Tom Gruss

Rex Derr Adam Dahlman
Crystal Dunn Deb Schwandt
Carl Dunn John Gass
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